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WORLD:An 
irresistible tide is 
sweeping the East 
bloc as reformers in 
Bulgaria and 
Czechoslovakia 
followthe 
East German lead in 
pressing for 
democracy 
Thotlsands of demonstrators 
shake the remaining hard-line 
regimes. 
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research about his experiences in his acclaimed work on penal camps. His 
horrifying three-volume Gulag Archipelago became an immediate best-seller. 
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Internally, Khrushchev and his successor Brezhnev repressed any form of 
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dissent. Outwardly they expanded the Communist empire to ever more countries, 
especially the African continent. Many of us remember the adage concerning 
Khrushchev: "Khrushchev is a man of peace, this we all recall; a piece of this 
and a piece of that, until he has it all!" We further recall his shoe-banging temper 
tantrums in the United Nations and his threats against the United States of 
America, vowing that our grandchildren would live under Communism. 

In the Soviet satellites the puppet regimes, all under the thumb of the slave 
masters in the Kremlin, made sure that the disenchanted citizens were unable to 
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a Russian soldier, German soldier or policeman. When we related our 
observations to our Leipzig friends over Kaffee und Kuchen, they assured us that 
the civilian individuals were probably plainclothes policemen. There was great 
tension in the air. Everyone felt that something dreadful was about to happen. 

The Monday night vigils continued and an ever-increasing number of peaceful 
protesters from all over East Germany traveled to Leipzig Monday night. As the 
first Monday of October approached, reliable reports suggested that in Berlin 
directives had been given to the German and Russian army and police to end the 
vigils once and for all by shooting the protesters. Further, it was known that 
thousands of wooden coffins had been shipped into the city. All meat lockers 
had been emptied to make room for the anticipated human corpses. As the 
masses from throughout the country emerged from the bus and train stations that 
afternoon, they noticed that along every street leading to the two churches in the 
center of town, military personnel were stationed. Tanks and troop transport 
vehicles then moved in on the center of Leipzig where, by some accounts, 
50,000 individuals had gathered for prayer. German and Russian police and 
soldiers, as well as paratroopers, formed a tight cordon around the calm crowd. 
Most individuals packed into the churches and town square, assumed that when 
they finished their prayers and began -------­
their weekly march with lit candles 
around the inner city ring, they would 
probably face their executioners. They 
sensed that few might leave the city 
alive that night. After all, they had 
heard what the Red Chinese had done 
just a few weeks earlier to the peaceful 
protesters at Tiananmen Square in 
Peking. 

While thousands of individuals prayed, 
something occurred for which no one 
has found an adequate explanation. 
Someone in Leipzig countermanded 
the directive from Berlin to shoot to kill. 
It is unclear who it was that disobeyed 
the deadly directive. As the 
worshipers lit their candles to face 
those who placed a military noose 
around them, they noticed their 
executioners had vanished. The 
military vehicles had been removed. 
They were free to go on their 
accustomed circular walk, and then 
they returned to their homes. The following morning they heard the good news 
that their prayers of the previous evening, indeed the prayers over the months 
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