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THE MISSION OF CENTRAL BAPTIST
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARYISTO
ASSIST NEW TESTAMENT CHURCHES
IN EQUIPPING SPIRITUAL LEADERS
FOR CHRIST-EXALTING
BIBLICAL MINISTRY.

CENTRAL BAPTIST
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY



CONFERENCE

SCHEDULE

8:00AM -8:30AM REGISTRATION

8:30AM-9:30AM SESSION |
EVALUATING PREACHING MODELS: PART 1
CHRIST-CENTERED & GOSPEL-CENTERED PREACHING

9:30AM-9:45AM BREAK

9:45AM-10:45AM SESSION lII
EVALUATING PREACHING MODELS: PART 2
THEOCENTRIC & PNEUMACENTRIC PREACHING

10:45AM-11:00AM BREAK

11:00AM-12:00PM SESSION I
SUGGESTING AN APPROACH
TEXT-DRIVEN, DOXOLOGICAL PREACHING

12:00PM-1:00PM CATERED LUNCH




h PLEASE SILENCE YOUR

@\ ELECTRONIC DEVICES

a

RESTROOMS LOCATED
IN SEMINARY WING
To maintain the safety of our school
children, use only the seminary
restrooms located in the seminary wing

LUNCH SCHEDULE
Food will be served in the Fellowship
Hall, located in the lower level of
Fourth Baptist Church & Christian
School. Seminary staff will guide you
downstairs. There is an elevator
available for any who need it.

ALUMNI MEETING ? g
Alumni Association Meeting will g

be held in the Fellowship Hall %‘ |

immediately following lunch. u



OUR FALL CONFERENCE SPEAKER

DR. BRENT BELFORD

Dr. Belford serves as senior pastor of Colonial Baptist Church in Virginia

Beach, on the faculty of Virginia Beach Theological Seminary, and as an

Adjuct Professor here at Central Seminary. His area of specialization is
in the use of Scriptural citations in Pauline literature.

Before arriving at Virginia Beach in 2016, Dr. Belford served as the
Provost at Central Baptist Theological Seminary in Minneapolis. He also
spent many years at Northland International University (Dunbar, WI) as

a New Testament professor and the Director of the Graduate School.
His church ministry experience includes his roles in pastoral ministry at
Cross Lanes Bible Church in Cross Lanes, WV and Norway Baptist
Church in Norway, MI.

Dr. Belford enjoys preaching and teaching God's Word, spending time
with his wife Carissa and five children, playing golf, and cheering for
sports teams from Pittsburgh, PA.
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MESSAGE
-ROM OUR
DRESIDENT — Sammatm:

Matt Morrell

President, Central Baptist Theological Seminary
Senior Pastor, Fourth Baptist Church

Thank you for sharing our commitment to rightly handle the
word of truth (2 Tim 2:15) and faithfully preach it to a world
that has turned its ears away to other messages (2 Tim 4:15).

We hope that our time together will sharpen and strengthen

us for this task.

INSTITUTIONAL OBJECTIVES

Central Baptist Theological Seminary intends its
graduates to function as Christian leaders, and
therefore expects that its students will develop in the
following areas.

e Biblical and doctrinal knowledge (ideas that the
graduate believes, knows, and understands,
including moral convictions)

e Ordinate religious affection (Christ-like character
that the graduate demonstrates, including devotion
to God, moral fiber, integrity, perseverance, and
self-denial)

e Functional ministry skills (tasks that the graduate

performs in the execution of Christian leadership)




UPCOMING
EVENTS

Fall Modular | Courses - November 6-10, 2023
Fall Modular Il Course - November 13-17, 2023
Give to the Max - November 1-16, 2023
MacDonald Lectures - February 13, 2024
Friends & Family Banquet - April 15, 2024

Commencement - May 11, 2024

2024 MACDONALD LECTURES

Christians Living Under
a Hostile Government

Tuesday, February 13, 2024 WIHERL.GUEST LECTURER
Plymouth, MN DR. MANFRED KOBER
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y STUDY TRIP TO ISRAEL

January 4-16, 2025
CENTRAL BAPTIST with Dr. Doug Bookman

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY For more information, contact bwilliams@centralseminary.edu
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CENTRAL SEMINARY FWCTS RADIO

FOR THE CHURCH. FOR THE GOSPEL. FOR THE WORLD.

GLOBAL MINISTRY
Central Seminary is training
over 100 students from 13

countries on 5 continents

Pennsylvania

giVe Mathing T

Nov. 1-16, 2023

Double your gift to Central Seminary or WCTS Radio through Give to the Max, coming up
from November 1—16. Together we are reaching the world with the gospel. Your support
allows us to train pastors in the USA, around the world, and proclaim the gospel twenty-four
hours a day.
Beginning November 1, you can double your gift to Central Seminary or WCTS Radio as part
of Give to the Max, a fundraiser for Minnesota-based non-profits.
Thanks to generous donors, you can help us turn $50,000 into $100,000.
e Give Today: Visit the websites or call us at 763-417-8250 (8 am - 3 pm CST).
o Tell Others: Share the opportunity of Give to the Max through emails, social media, and
encourage your friends to get involved.
e Go To: www.centralseminary.edu/give and www.wctsradio.com
Or mail your gift to us at 900 Forestview Ln N, Plymouth, MN 55441,

Thank you for your support in furthering the gospel of Jesus Christ!
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WCTS RADIO &N\
'The Bible Station" "4 4y

Stream 24/7 at;
www.wctsradio.com

WCTS Radio exists to minister
the message of the Gospel
to our community through

music and Bible teaching

WCTS began broadcasting on FM100.3 in June of
1965, as a ministry of Central Seminary. Studios
were located at 2105 Fremont Ave. N. in the old

Fourth Baptist Church building, now demolished.

Today, true to our original mission, WCTS ministers
to the Twin Cities region at AM1030 and FM97.9
from our studios at Fourth Baptist Church
in Plymouth, Minnesota.

Our program lineup features conservative

Christian music and Bible teaching, both designed

for Christian growth and encouragement.
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SESSION 1

CHRIST-CENTERED &
GOSPEL-CENTERED PREACHING

AN EVALUATION

1. Christ-Centered Preaching

A. Proponents

B. Definition

Christ-centered preaching is preaching that puts Jesus at

C. Description

Regarding Jesus in every sermon-
Greidanus writes, “A sermon without Christ is no sermon.”1

Regarding Jesus in every text-

Mohler proclaims, “Every single text of Scripture points to Christ....
From Moses to the prophets, He is the focus of every single word of the
Bible. Every verse of Scripture finds its fulfilment in Him, and every
story in the Bible ends with Him.”2

1 Sydney Greidanus, Preaching Christ from the Old Testament, 2.
2 Albert Mohler, He is Not Silent: Preaching in a Postmodern World, 96.



D. Strengths

* First, Christ is the object of preaching in many places in the New
Testament. Christ is the object of knpUoow three times (cf. Acts 8:5, 1
Cor 1:23; 15:12). Five other texts Jesus is the object (cf. Acts 9:20,
19:13; 2 Cor 4:5, 11:6; and 1 Tim 3:16).

* Second, Christ-centered preaching seeks to exalt Jesus. This model of
preaching produces a “heightened awareness of Christology” in
preaching and worship.3 We should look for every legitimate
opportunity to exalt Jesus when we preach!

* Third, Christ-centered preaching highlights the unity of the Bible. The
revival or emergence of Christ-centered preaching is somewhat
attributable to the rising popularity of biblical theology among
evangelicals.

*  Fourth, Christ-centered preaching emphasizes the gospel. Since the
gospel of Jesus is the only way for people to be saved and since it is the
only way to gain true peace and fulfillment, proclaiming Jesus is
desirable.

E. Weaknesses/Dangers
*  First, proponents of Christ-centered preaching often introduce imported
emphases into a biblical text.
* Second, imported emphases mute the emphasis made by the biblical
author.
Christopher Wright warns of the dangers of doing this. He writes, “If

you approach a text in the Old Testament with the assumption that
‘This must be about Jesus,” you easily overlook all that the original

3 Jason Keith Allen, “The Christ-Centered Homiletics of Edmund Clowney and Sidney Greidanus in Contrast
with the Human Author-Centered Hermeneutics of Walter Kaiser,” Ph. D. diss., The Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary (2011), 133.



author was actually trying to say. In fact, you end up putting a gag on
the mouth of the original author, in order to make him say what you
think his text must be about since it must be ‘all about Jesus.” And that
is a very bad thing to do to the Bible!”4

* Third, proponents of Christ-centered preaching occasionally force Christ-
centeredness.

*  Fourth, requiring all sermons to be Christ-centered produces a lack of
variety in preaching.

*  Fifth, requiring preaching to be exclusively Christ-centered is not based
on sufficient scriptural warrant.

* Sixth, Christ-centered preaching sometimes distorts or diffuses
important theological truths.

Three doctrinal beliefs might be distorted:
o The Trinity

o The nature of the

o A view of

2. Gospel-Centered Preaching

A. Proponents

4 Chistopher J. H. Wright, How to Preach and Teach the Old Testament for All its Worth, 54.



B. Definition

Gospel-centered preaching is preaching that requires every sermon to
declare that

C. Description
*  First, Gospel-centered preaching rests on a Gospel-centered

hermeneutic.

* Second, Gospel-centered preaching shares many fundamental tenets
with Christ-centered preaching.

* Third, however, some Christocentric preachers declare that preaching
Jesus might not be enough without specifically referencing his death
and resurrection.

Tim Keller states, “It’s possible to preach the New Testament—even
passages in the Gospels about Jesus—without preaching the gospel.”>

D. Strengths

E. Weaknesses/Dangers

* First, Gospel-centered preaching shares the weaknesses of Christ-
centered preaching.

* Second, Gospel-centered preaching can undermine

5 Timothy Keller, Preaching: Communicating Faith in an Age of Skepticism, 63.



* Third, Gospel-centered preaching superimposes a predetermined
outcome on every text of the Bible.



SESSION 2

THEOCENTRIC &
PNEUMATOLOGICAL PREACHING

AN EVALUATION

1. Theocentric Preaching

A. Proponents

B. Definition

Theocentric preaching is preaching that keeps God at the heart of every
sermon.

C. Description

*  First, some proponents of God-centered preaching find their

* Second, proponents of God-centered preaching emphasize what
scripture says about the “glory” of God (e.g., 1 Cor 10:31, Phil 2:9-11).

D. Strengths

*  First, theocentric preaching uniquely emphasizes the Father’s role in the
gospel.

* Second, theocentric preaching draws attention to the Father’s role in
Biblical theology.



E.

Langley writes, “l want to insist that God is the main character of the
story. His is the eternal decree, his is the love that drew salvation’s plan,
his is the initiative in sending the Son, his is the power that raised Christ
from the dead and put all things under his feet. ‘To him be glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever
(Eph 3:21 NIV).”6 He says it more concisely here, “Everything else—
election, judgment, redemption—is penultimate; the glory of God is
ultimate.”” This type of thinking can be found in the Baptist Faith and
Message as well. It describes the central figure of the Bible as Christ,
but it also declares that its central goal is “God supreme in a redeemed
universe.”8

Third, God-centered preaching follows Jesus’s preaching model.

Weaknesses/Dangers

6 Kenneth J. Langley, “Response to Bryan Chapell,” in Homiletics and Hermeneutics: Four Views on Preaching

Today, 35.

7 Langley, “Theocentric View,” in Homiletics and Hermeneutics, 89.
8 Herschel H. Hobbs, The Baptist Faith and Message, 22.



2. Pneumatological Preaching

A. Proponents

B. Definition

Pneumatological preaching emphasizes the Holy Spirit’s role in preaching.
Various positions of Pneumatological preaching include Spirit-centered and
Spirit-empowered preaching.

C. Description

* First, proponents of Pneumatological preaching suggest that the Spirit
is often neglected in contemporary views of preaching.

* Second, some proponents of Spirit-centered preaching say that this
form of preaching requires Christ-centeredness as its prerequisite.

D. Strengths

*  First, Pneumatological preaching reminds us to expect God to work




* Second, Pneumatological preaching recognizes the Spirit’s involvement
with Scripture.

John Piper says, “The chief and ultimate aims of preaching are
impossible apart from the miraculous working of the Holy Spirit.
Without his supernatural work, neither the preacher nor the people
can see or savor the beauty and worth of God.”®

* Third, Pneumatological preaching acknowledges the significant work
that the Spirit performs in preaching.

E. Weaknesses/Dangers

e First, just because the Spirit is involved with preaching does not mean
that we should center or focus all sermons on Him.

e Second, Spirit-centered preaching can be guilty of forcing the Spirit into
Biblical texts not meant to emphasize His ministry.

e Third, proponents of Pneumatological preaching sometimes lack clarity
regarding the definition and use of important terms (e.q., filling,
anointing, unction, etc.).

9 John Piper, Expository Exultation: Christian Preaching as Worship, 105.



SESSION 3

TEXT-DRIVEN, DOXOLOGICAL PREACHING

A SUGGESTION

Perhaps, a somewhat different approach is called for. In our final moments
together, | suggest that text-driven, doxological preaching is the best approach.

1. Preaching that is Text-Driven

A.

Proponents

Definition

Text-driven preaching is preaching that follows and emphasizes the
contours of the Biblical passage.

Description

First, the outlines of text-driven sermons follow the contours of the
Biblical passage. R. Scott Pace writes, “The form of the passage should
serve as the blueprint for our sermon construction. In other words, the
structure of the sermon should mirror the literary structure of the
passage.”10 Gallaty and Smith agree, “Ideally, a text-driven sermon’s
shape is based on the substance, structure, and spirit of the text.”11
Later, they write, “For the rest of [our lives], how to structure a sermon
will always be a secondary question. The primary question is always,
how is the text structured?”12

Second, the aim of text-driven sermons coheres to the author’s original
aim.

Third, the presentation of text-driven sermons is sensitive to the genre
and tone of the text being preached.

10 R. Scott Pace, Preaching by the Book, 11, 56.
11 Robby Gallaty and Steven W. Smith, Preaching for the Rest of Us: Essentials for Text-Driven Preaching, 28.
12 Gallaty and Smith, Preaching for the Rest of Us, 30.



*  Fourth, text-driven sermons require the preacher’s fundamental
commitment to a text-driven life and ministry. In other words, text-
driven sermons aren’t produced by accident. Gallaty and Smith write,
“The preacher commits to stay in the chair until the Word is clear, and
as a result, the Word changes him.... At that point the pastor is leading
the church from the study, from his willingness to stay in the seat until
he knows what the text means.”13

D. Strengths

* First, text-driven sermons fill the preacher with both seriousness and
confidence.

* Second, text-driven preaching demonstrates the preacher’s belief in the
ability of God’s unfailing Word.

* Third, text-driven preaching frees preachers from the pressure to
manufacture sermons built on personal charisma or slick presentations.

E. Weaknesses/Dangers

Preachers who poorly preach text-driven sermons might demonstrate the
following issues:

* First, proponents of text-driven preaching occasionally produce sermons
that are more like running commentaries on verses of scripture than
sermons intended to build the church.

* Second, proponents of text-driven preaching may put undue emphasis
on subsidiary points made by the biblical author.

* Third, proponents of text-driven preaching sometimes moralize Old
Testament texts by making direct application to new covenant believers
without mentioning the gospel or the indwelling power of the Holy
Spirit.

13 Gallaty and Smith, Preaching for the Rest of Us, xiv.



2. Preaching that is Trinitarian & Doxological

Regarding the goal and object of our preaching-

* Preachingis God and God.

* Emphasizing only a Christological, or a Theological, or a Pneumatological
view is too narrow.

* My trinitarian suggestion is than Christological,
Theological, or Pneumatological views by themselves.

Preaching is for God and about God!
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2016.

RELATED TO
PREACHING POETRY

Alcantara, Jared E. How to Preach Proverbs. Preaching Biblical Literature. Dallas:
Fontes, 2022.

Alter, Robert. The Art of Biblical Poetry. Revised Edition. New York: Basic Books,
2011.

Arthurs, Jeffrey D. “Short Sentences Long Remembered: Preaching Genre-Sensitive
Sermons from Proverbs.” Journal of the Evangelical Homiletics Society 5 (2005):
1-16.

Bateman, Herbert W. I. V., and D. Brent Sandy. Interpreting the Psalms for Teaching
and Preaching. St. Louis: Chalice, 2010.

Geller, Stephen A. Parallelism in Early Biblical Poetry. Missoula: Scholars, 1979.

Kugel, James L. The Idea of Biblical Poetry: Parallelism and Its History. New Haven,
CT: Yale University Press, 1981.



Langley, Kenneth J. How to Preach the Psalms. Preaching Biblical Literature. Dallas:
Fontes, 2021.

Mays, James Luther, Patrick D. Miller, and Gene M. Tucker. Preaching and Teaching
the Psalms. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2006.

McCann, J. Clinton, Jr., and James C. Howell. Preaching the Psalms. Nashville:
Abingdon, 2001.

McKenzie, Alyce M. Preaching Proverbs: Wisdom for the Pulpit. Louisville:
Westminster John Knox, 1996.

Mouser, William E. Walking in Wisdom: Studying the Proverbs of Solomon. Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1983.

Parson, Greg W. “Guidelines for Understanding and Proclaiming the Psalms.”
Bibliotheca Sacra 147 (1990): 169-87.

Smith, Kenneth W. “Preaching the Psalms with Respect for Their Inspired Design.”
Journal of the Evangelical Homiletics Society 3 (2003): 4—31.

RELATED TO
PREACHING EPISTLES

Collins, Raymond F. Preaching the Epistles. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1995.
Schreiner, Thomas R. Interpreting the Pauline Epistles. Second Edition. Guides to
New Testament Exegesis. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2011

RELATED TO
PREACHING ESCHATOLOGICAL TEXTS

Chalmers, Aaron. Interpreting the Prophets: Reading, Understanding & Preaching
from the Worlds of the Prophets. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2015.

Craddock, Fred B. “Preaching the Book of Revelation.” Interpretation 40 (1986):
270-82.

Kaiser, Walter C. Preaching and Teaching the Last Things: Old Testament
Eschatology for the Life of the Church. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2011.

Paul, lan. “Preaching from the Book of Revelation.” Preaching the New Testament.
Edited by lan Paul and David Wenham. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 2013.

Jacobsen, David Schnasa. Preaching in the New Creation: The Promise of New
Testament Apocalyptic Texts. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1999.

Jeter, Joseph R., and Cornish R. Rogers. Preaching through the Apocalypse: Sermons
from Revelation. St. Louis: Chalice, 1992.

Jones, Larry Paul, and Jerry L. Sumney. Preaching Apocalyptic Texts. St. Louis:
Chalice, 1999.
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