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Dr. Matt Shrader 

 
 

 

Matt has served as Associate Pastor in Smithville, MO and 
has worked with Aletheia Baptist Ministries in a variety of 
areas. He and his wife Tarah are both native Coloradans 
and have three children: Gabriel, Isaiah, and Evangeline. 
Matt loves reading, supporting Denver sports teams, and 
spending time with his family. His academic interest is to 

explore the history and roots of his own theological 
heritage, particularly Northern Baptists in nineteenth-

century America. 
 

Matt received his Bachelor’s, Master of Arts, and Master of 
Divinity degrees from Faith Baptist Bible College and 

Theological Seminary in Iowa. He also holds a Master of 
Theology from Central Baptist Theological Seminary  
and a Doctor of Philosophy from Trinity Evangelical 

Divinity School. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Conference Schedule 

February 14, 2023 

8:00am –8:30am Registration 

8:30am–9:20am Lecture 1: New Directions in Baptist  
Theological Education 
 

9:20am–9:35am Break 

9:35am–10:25am Lecture 2: Foundations: The First 
Generation 

 

10:25am–10:40am Break 

10:40am–11:30am  Lecture 3: Expansion: The Second 
Generation 
 

11:30am–11:45am Break 

11:45am–12:35pm  Lecture 4: Divergence: The Third  
Generation and Beyond 

 
12:35pm Catered Lunch  

Food will be served in the Fellowship Hall, located in the lower 

level of Fourth Baptist Church & Christian School. Seminary 

staff will guide you downstairs. There is an elevator available for 

any who need it. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
at Central Seminary 

 
Spring Modular III—April 3-7, 2023 
Chaplaincy Ministry—Dr. Bob Freiberg 

 
Friends and Family Banquet—April 17, 2023 

 
Commencement—May 13, 2023 

 
Weekend Course—Starting May 19, 2023 

Apologetics and Philosophy of Addiction—Dr. Mark Shaw 
 

Summer Term Modules—June 6-9, 2023 
Romans—Dr. Ardel Caneday 

 
Weekend Course—Starting July 7, 2023 

Problems/Procedures in Counseling Women—Dr. Venessa Ellen 
 

Fall Conference—October 10, 2023 
 

Every fall, Central Seminary conducts its annual Fall Conference. This 

one-day conference is designed to edify and equip believers in the areas of 

ministry and Christian life. 

 

Conference Speaker 
Dr. Brent Belford, Pastor  

Colonial Baptist Church  
Virginia Beach, VA  



 

 

 

 

   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Building a Baptist Tradition: The Early History 

and Theology of Northern Baptist Seminaries 

Session 1: 

New Directions in Baptist Theological Education 
 

Introduction 

 

Early Options for Ministry Training 

 

Liberal Arts Education 

 

Mentoring 

 

Manual Labor Schools 

 

Literary and Theological (L&T) Schools 

 

Theological Graduate-School 

 

Riding the Coattails of Missionary Work 

 

The Demand for Cooperation 

 

1814: The General Missionary Convention of the Baptist 

Denomination in the United States of America for Foreign 

Missions 



 

 

 

 

William Staughton and the Philadelphia Baptist Education 

Society 

 

A Grand Vision and a Stumbling Start: Columbian College 

 

1820: Washington, D.C.  

 

1825: The Departure of the Theological School 

 

Baptist Failure at Columbian College 

 

Irah Chase and the Friendly Confines 

 

Surveying the Options 

 

The Warren and Boston Associations 

 

Observations and Horizons 

 

Educational Standards 

 

“Baptist” Education 

 

Cooperation 

 

Looking to Newton and Its Method  



 

 

 

 

Session 2: 

Foundations: The First Generation 
Introduction 

Newton, Chase, and the New England Model 

 

Staughton's Theological Method 

 

Chase’s Theological Method 

 

New England Model of Education 

 

Hamilton, Kendrick, and the Transformed L&T 

 

1818: The Baptist Education Society of the State of New  

York 

 

Hamilton Expands:  

 

1829: 

 

1832/1834: 

 

1846: Madison University and Hamilton Theological 

Seminary 

 

Nathaniel Kendrick 



 

 

 

 

 

Barnas Sears and the Foundations of the Future  

 

Hamilton and John Sharp Maginnis 

 

Sears at Newton 

 

Sears’s Method 

 

Tremors 

 

Western Theological Seminary 

 

The Removal Controversy 

 

Observations and Horizons 

 

A Northern Tradition 

 

The Professional Impulse 

 

Sears and the Newton Method 

 

“Orthodox Consensus” 

 

Looking Forward in 1850  



 

 

 

 

Session 3: 

Expansion: The Second Generation 
 

Northern Baptists at Mid-Century 

 

Numbers 

 

Issues 

 

Publications 

 

 

The Three Seminaries 

 

The Newton Way 

 

Hamilton Remade 

 

Rochester Juggernaut 

 

 

Cornerstones 

 

The Specter of the New Theology 

 

The Moderates 



 

 

 

 

Ezekiel Gilman Robinson 

 

 

Ebenezer Dodge 

 

 

The Conservative 

 

Alvah Hovey 

 

Summary: Constructing a Theology 

 

 

Observations and Horizons 

Expansion 

 

Prestige 

 

Conservatism and the Shifting Ground 

 

Connecting the Generations 



 

 

 

 

Session 4: 

Divergence: The Third Generation and Beyond 
 

Introduction 

 

 

New Schools and New People 

 

Crozer Theological Seminary 

 

Chicago Baptist Union Theological Seminary (Morgan Park) 

 

The Long Tenure of Alvah Hovey 

 

Rochester and Augustus Hopkins Strong 

 

Hamilton and William Newton Clarke 

 

 

Variety Proliferates 

 

The New University of Chicago 

 

Rochester and the Social Gospel 

 

Hovey’s Interactions with Liberal Theology 



 

 

 

 

 

The Eclipse of Conservative Theology 

 

Clarke’s Outlines vs. Hovey’s Manual  

 

Albert Henry Newman 

 

Henry Clay Vedder 

 

Augustus Hopkins Strong 

 

 

Postlude 

 

Learning From Our Past  
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