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Central Seminary is a graduate school of theology offering advanced degrees above college training to prepare dedicated Christians for the gospel ministry at
home and abroad. The emphasis of Central Seminary is on the separatist, biblicist position set forth in the Word of God, commonly referred to as the “fundamental
Baptist” position. Central Seminary is a faith ministry dependent on contributions from churches and individuals to maintain its many ministries.

“To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” Isaiah 8:20

Central Baptist Theological Seminary of Minneapolis, Minnesota, is a member of the Transnational Association of Christian Colleges and Schools (TRACS) [P.O. Box
328, Forest, VA 24551; telephone: 434.525.9539; email: info@tracs.org] having been awarded reaffirmation of Accredited status as a Category IV institution by
the TRACS Accreditation Commission on October 30, 2013; this status is effective for a period of ten years. TRACS is recognized by the United States Department
of Education (USDE), the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) and the International Network for Quality Assurance Agencies in Higher Education
(INQAAHE).

Central Seminary is also a Candidate for Accredited Member of the Association of Theological Schools (ATS) [10 Summit Park Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15275-1110;
telephone: 412.788.6505; email: ats@ats.edu] having attained Associate Membership status by vote of the ATS Board of Directors on June 25, 2014; this status is
effective for a period of five years. ATS is recognized by the United States Department of Education (USDE) and the Council for Higher Education Accreditation
(CHEA).
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A WORD FROM THE

CHANCELLOR

The 21% century world is suffused with a combination of complexity and depravity. The hall-
marks of this post-Christian world are: narcissism, the worship of the self; relativism, the
denial of truth; pluralism, the rejection of exclusivity; and secularism, the repudiation of the
eternal. All of these shape our world and complicate Christian ministry.

This is why theologically rich, biblically shaped, and missionally driven training is absolutely
indispensable for anyone who intends to take seriously the call to Christian service. And this
is what Central Baptist Theological Seminary is all about. At Central Seminary, under the
influence of godly faculty, students are taught to engage in the passionate exaltation of God,
the courageous exposition of truth, the missional explosion of evangelism, and the fervent
expectation of eternity. These disciplines constitute the precise antidote necessary to mount
a counter-revolution against the hallmarks of our post-Christian world, and actually to
rescue souls from their evil influence.

If I were a student anxious to be equipped to do ministry in our complex world, Central
Seminary is the first place I would look. My training here 40 years ago provided me with the
theological rudder-set I needed to do ministry in my generation. Today’s faculty is perform-
ing that very same task with even higher levels of excellence, equipping a whole new
generation of Good News ambassadors and cross-cultural communicators.

We would be honored to have you join them.
C:\)«-Z&% K. T dacbon

Douglas R. McLachlan
Chancellor
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A WORD FROM THE

PRESIDENT

Welcome to Central Seminary!

The information in this catalog details the class offerings and degree programs that are
available to you at Central Seminary. Each course is taught by a highly educated and
experienced professor who has demonstrated world-class scholarship in his discipline.
These pages represent a wealth of Bible doctrine and theological content that can be
yours as you chart a course and join us in this fellowship of learning.

On the other hand, while this catalog presents a lot of information, it is incomplete. It
is incomplete because it is impossible to capture and communicate the importance of
one’s personal spiritual growth that should accompany a seminary degree. Our desire
is not just to fill the mind, but to shape the heart so that students learn to love the
Lord their God with all of their heart, soul, and might.

Our commitment to you goes far beyond the classroom. We want to see you and each
of our students become a vessel that is fit for the Master’s use.

227 oA

Matt Morrell
President
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ABOUT CENTRAL SEMINARY

Mission

The mission of Central Baptist Theological Seminary is to assist
New Testament churches in equipping spiritual leaders for
Christ-exalting biblical ministry.

Purpose

Assisting New Testament Churches
Assisting

Since God has established the local church as the body of
Christ in which and through which he accomplishes his work in
this age, and since the equipping of saints for ministry is the
task of pastors and churches, Central Seminary purposes to
function as a service agency for New Testament churches both
at home and abroad.

New Testament Churches

Central Seminary purposes to accept as students those men
and women who are recommended by New Testament churches
as certifiable, spiritually and mentally qualified candidates for
advanced biblical training and who are serving in their churches
under the leadership and mentorship of pastors with whom the
seminary will partner throughout the training process.

Equipping Spiritual Leaders
Equipping
As an educational institution in graduate and postgraduate

studies, Central Seminary purposes to train the mind of each
student, and to do so with excellence through the agency of

FOR THE CHURCH
FOR THE GOSPEL
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each program, department, and course, and through the
instruction and mentorship of each member of the faculty.

Spiritual

Central Seminary equally purposes to train the heart of each
student, molding each student’s affections by precept and
example to love God and to love his word in heart, soul, and
mind, translating biblical faith into a model of Christian works,
grace, maturity, humility, and spiritual disciplines, in order
both to please God and to attract others to follow in faith and
good works.

Leaders

Central Seminary purposes to produce men and women who
are able to serve in various and appropriate biblical roles of
leadership as a ministry to their churches individually and to
other churches collectively; various roles include leadership as
a church member, as a missionary church planter, as a pastor,
as an educator, or as a service agency administrator.

Christ-Exalting Biblical Ministry
Christ-Exalting

Central Seminary purposes to produce genuine Christian serv-
ants who are driven by deepest affection for Christ, who are
growing in Christ’s likeness, who serve in and through Christ’s
church in the power of his Spirit for his glory, and who long to
see people from all tribes and nations find their only hope and
greatest joy in Christ.

Biblical

Central Seminary purposes to perpetuate in the students the
true and singular faith that was once for all delivered to the

Academic Catalog 2017-18 | 7




ABOUT CENTRAL SEMINARY

saints through the Holy Scriptures and to promote among the
students the practice of that faith through the separatist
Baptist witness of New Testament churches which are the pillar
and ground of the truth.

Ministry

Central Seminary purposes to generate highly competent and
deeply spiritual graduates who involve themselves in lifelong
and worldwide local church ministry, effectively communicating
biblical truth in love across spiritual and cultural barriers,
leading souls to Christ and edifying the saints through the
skillful investigation and faithful proclamation of the whole
counsel of God.

Original Points of Purpose

This mission and these goals are founded upon and are in
agreement with the seminary’s original “Points of Purpose”
which were established at its founding in 1956 and which are
intended to remain in perpetuity as characteristic of this
institution:

The purpose of Central Seminary is to prepare, at the graduate
level, men and women whom God has called to His service for
separatist Baptist witness and work at home and abroad. It
proposes to train these in the faith “once for all delivered to
the saints” in order that they may emulate the Savior who
“grew in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and man.”

In more detail, this purpose is accomplished and implemented
by observing the following principles:

Education. This institution is committed in Christian education
to the direct method of presentation of divine truth from the
Bible, an authoritative and exclusive revelation, rather than to
the indirect method so common in secular education today,
where relative truth and standards prevail.

FOR THE CHURCH
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The Local Church. 1t is geared to local church ideology and
individual cooperation in spiritual unity rather than ecumenical
cooperation in organizational unity.

Scholarship. It emphasizes scholarship of the highest order as
a means to an end of “rightly dividing the word of truth,” and
it disdains that type of scholarship that indulges in mind-
worshipping.

Curriculum. In curriculum, it emphasizes biblical rather than
philosophic content.

Denominational. It is Baptistic and evangelistic rather than
merely conservative and evangelical in approach.

Polity. 1t is separatist rather than inclusivistic, separating from
unsound organizations and fellowships rather than infiltrating
them.

Theology. In theology, it is dispensational rather than
reformed and covenant.

Eschatology. In eschatology, it holds that view in premillenni-
alism which makes the pretribulation rapture the blessed hope
in the Church.

Hermeneutics. This school is committed to the grammatico-
historical method of interpretation, the fundamental principle
of which is to gather from the Scriptures themselves the
precise meaning that the writers intended to convey. The same
principles, grammatical processes, and exercises of common
sense and reason which apply to other books are applied to
the sacred books. The born-again exegete, furnished with
suitable intellectual, educational and moral qualifications and
using the grammatico-historical method of interpretation, will
accept the claims of the Bible.

Apologetics. In its systematic argumentative defense of the
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divine origin and authority of Christianity, this school follows
the biblical pattern of being both positive and negative.

Institutional Objectives

Central Baptist Theological Seminary intends its graduates to
function as Christian leaders, and therefore expects that its
students will develop in the following areas:

o Biblical and doctrinal knowledge (ideas that the graduate
believes, knows, and understands, including moral convic-
tions)

« Ordinate religious affection (Christ-like character that the
graduate demonstrates, including devotion to God, moral
fiber, integrity, perseverance, and self-denial)

e Functional ministry skills (tasks that the graduate performs
in the execution of Christian leadership)

The following institutional objectives grow out of the seminary’s
mission and reflect its expectations:

1. Each graduate should exhibit the ability to understand the
Word of God with sufficient competence as to be able to
evaluate fairly diverse interpretations by:

o adequately fulfilling classroom objectives which demand
interpretation of and interaction with diverse views.

2. Each graduate should possess a comprehensive grasp of the
contents of the Bible and of biblical doctrines, including
those aspects of the faith that are distinctive to Baptists,
dispensationalists, separatist fundamentalists, and cessa-
tionists by:

e successfully completing cognitive course objectives.

« demonstrating increased knowledge through the biblical
knowledge entrance/exit exams.

e writing summary papers on each distinctive before grad-
uation.

o successfully articulating the doctrinal position of the
seminary before graduation.

. Each graduate should demonstrate the ability to use biblical

and theological knowledge to confront the practical
problems of life, including the challenges of Christian
leadership by:

« fulfilling practical ministry experiences associated with
each program.
« adequately fulfilling practical skills course objectives.

. Each graduate should display the ability to defend the sem-

inary’s doctrinal distinctives in the area of dispensational-
ism, premillennialism, pretribulationism, Baptist theology,
cessationism, and progressive sanctification by:

« completing systematic theology courses.

e writing summary papers on each distinctive before grad-
uation.

o successfully articulating the doctrinal position of the
seminary before graduation.

. Each graduate should exhibit a commitment to grow in love

and knowledge toward God-in-Christ, manifested in the
internalization of a value system that reflects the fruit of
the Spirit and produces Christ-like character, attitudes,
decisions, and actions by:

e evidencing conformity with the institutional standards of
conduct.

« evidencing to the student’s pastor a close relationship
with God.

e evidencing to the student’s pastor exemplary Christian
character.
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ABOUT CENTRAL SEMINARY

« demonstrating Christ-like responses in practical ministry
experiences associated with each program.

« demonstrating Christ-like responses in interactions with
faculty and staff.

6. Each graduate should desire to participate in the worldwide
fulfillment of the Great Commission through direct involve-
ment in or support of personal witnhess and the planting of
indigenous, self-perpetuating New Testament churches
around the world by:

e evidencing support of missions-related programs in the
local church.

« demonstrating participation in local church ministries.

e evidencing to the student’s pastor a desire to serve.

Educational Philosophy

The seminary is committed to the direct method of presenting
divine truth from the Bible which is viewed as an authoritative
and exclusive revelation, and rejects relativism which denies
the complete authority of Scriptural revelation. It believes that
true scholarship is that which submits to the authority of
Scripture and rejects the exaltation of human intellect above
the written Word of God. In curriculum it emphasizes biblical
rather than philosophic content. It is not merely evangelical,
but specifically Baptist in approach, with an emphasis upon
evangelism. A dispensational theology is followed as over
against a covenant or reformed system. The pretribulational,
pre-millennial coming of Christ is accepted. The grammatical-
historical method of biblical interpretation is followed. Both the
negative (refutation of error) and the positive (presentation of
truth) are included in classroom teaching.

Code of Ethics

The following ethical standards will be internalized and
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consistently demonstrated by all employees and volunteers of
Central Baptist Theological Seminary.

Truth

e We will never knowingly mislead or deceive each other or
our constituents.

« We will admit mistakes without covering them up or shifting
blame.

« We will always represent our seminary fairly and accurate-

ly.

Transparency

« We will conduct ourselves at all times so as to give no
occasion for reproach or ethical question.

« Except where restricted by the requirement of confidentiali-
ty, we will fully disclose the seminary’s business and its
manner of transaction to any party who has the right to
know.

« Transparency, however, will not constitute an acceptable
excuse for breaching confidentiality when confidentiality is
legally or morally obligatory.

Justice

« We will treat each other fairly, impartially, and ethically,
both in fact and appearance, and regardless of rank or
position.

e All accusations of co-workers must be pursued in properly
prescribed ways and must be substantiated by fair evi-
dence.

« In all matters involving gender, race, disability, or national
origin, we will speak and behave ourselves consistently with
the unity of the new humanity in the body of Christ.

Charity

« We will extend to one another the benefit of the doubt in all
cases of ambiguous conduct.
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We will address disagreements in mutual love as brothers
and sisters, always seeking the wellbeing of the person with
whom we disagree.

When necessary, we will address wrong attitudes and behav-
iors by confronting one another in compassion and love.

Service

We will constantly remember that a seminary is a service
organization, and that it is useful only insofar as it helps
local churches to accomplish their mission.

We will manifest an attitude of helpful service toward each
other and toward students, constituents, alumni, vendors,
and other institutional stakeholders, going out of our way to
assist others.

Leadership

We understand leadership to consist mainly in example and
instruction.

We purpose to avoid the abuse of power in every relation-
ship, whether within the seminary or outside of it.

We will constantly articulate the vision of the seminary to
one another and to outsiders.

Ministry

We will be members of particular local churches, actively
involved in ministering within those congregations.

We recognize that our primary accountability is not to the
seminary, but to our local church and to its spiritual leaders.
We will conduct ourselves in such a way as to create no
interference from the seminary in the affairs of local
congregations.

Community

FOR THE CHURCH
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We recognize a debt to our surrounding community, and
purpose as individuals to work for the betterment of our
community.

Li

We recognize accountability to the larger academic world,
and purpose to uphold sound academic standards.

berty

We will uphold the unique position of the seminary as that
position has been approved and articulated by the admin-
istration and board.

Within the confines of the seminary’s stated position, we
will uphold the liberty of our fellow seminary personnel to
express their views freely and without prejudice.

Privacy

We recognize that our personnel, students, and alumni
expect a right to privacy, and we will uphold this right by
not disclosing confidential information except to competent
authority.

The seminary will not attempt to govern the private lives of
its personnel or their families, asking only that all seminary
personnel submit themselves to the standards of Christian
decency.

Loyalty

CENTRAL BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

We acknowledge that the seminary has a right to expect a
duty of loyalty from its faculty and staff. We as employees
will act in the best interests of the institution at all times,
avoiding every activity that would be prejudicial to the
institution or contrary to its interests. This is particularly
true with respect to external communications or dealings.
This expectation of loyalty shall not, however, detract from
the seminary’s policies on fairness, justice, truth, and faith-
fulness to God’s Word.

Central Seminary strives to maintain a teaching and work-
ing environment of such high caliber, and that so faithfully
reflects God’s Word, that faculty and staff aspire to spend
their entire career in service at the institution.
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Yet the seminary ultimately respects God’s calling in the lives
of his people and will never consider an employee’s discreet
consideration of other opportunities as a matter that would
prejudice his or her current employment.

History

Northwestern Theological Seminary, a part of Northwestern
Schools, was founded in Minneapolis in 1935 by Dr. William
Bell Riley, a noted fundamentalist leader. In the decade after
Dr. Riley’s passing, financial pressures forced Northwestern’s
board of trustees to close the seminary. Students, seminary
faculty, and other supporters urged Dr. Richard V. Clearwaters,
pastor of Fourth Baptist Church of Minneapolis, to fill this
vacuum in ministry through the establishment of a fundamental
Baptist seminary. With the knowledge and encouragement of
the administration of Northwestern Schools, this was done.
Fourth Baptist Church agreed to provide accommodations for
the fledgling school within its own facilities. Thus Central
Baptist Theological Seminary of Minneapolis was born, opening
on September 11, 1956, with a student body of thirty-one
students from ten states and a faculty of seven.

Within its first decade, Central Seminary grew to a student
body of over 100 students. As Fourth Baptist Church prospered,
the seminary enjoyed expanded facilities. In 1965, Central
Seminary established a radio station and began a radio
ministry.

Dr. Douglas R. McLachlan succeeded Dr. Clearwaters as pastor
of Fourth Baptist Church in 1982 and succeeded him as presi-
dent of Central Seminary during the 1986-1987 school year.
Dr. Ernest D. Pickering served as the seminary’s third president
from 1988 to 1993. Dr. McLachlan accepted the invitation to
the pastorate of Fourth Baptist Church and presidency of
Central Seminary in 1994. Under Dr. McLachlan’s leadership,
Fourth Baptist Church and Central Seminary relocated to a
facility in the suburb of Plymouth in 1998. In 2003,
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Dr. Kevin Bauder was elected to be Central Seminary’s fourth
president. During his tenure, Central Seminary gained
accreditation, expanded the library, and continued develop-
ment of the Romanian campus. After 8 years in office,

Dr. Bauder stepped down from the presidency and was
appointed Research Professor of Systematic Theology. In
2011, Dr. Sam Horn became the fifth president of the institu-
tion, and he served for 3%z years. In January 2015, Dr. Matt
Morrell, who had already been senior pastor of Fourth Baptist
Church since 2008, assumed the presidency.

Central Seminary graduates serve in ministry in nearly every
state of the United States, as well as in mission works on
many foreign fields. The emphasis of the seminary, as
declared in the statement of purpose, has characterized
Central Seminary from its inception.

Recognition

Fundamental, Bible-believing churches, colleges, and mission
agencies from across the United States and many foreign
countries have acknowledged the spiritual, academic, and
professional contribution that Central Baptist Theological
Seminary has made to the fundamental, independent Baptist
effort for over 50 years.

Central Baptist Theological Seminary of Minneapolis,
Minnesota, is a member of the Transnational Association of
Christian Colleges and Schools (TRACS) [P.O. Box 328,

Forest, VA 24551; telephone: 434.525.9539; email: in-
fo@tracs.org] having been awarded accredited status as a Cat-
egory IV institution by the TRACS Accreditation Commission on
November 4, 2008, which was reaffirmed on October 30,
2013; the new status is effective for a period of ten years.
TRACS is recognized by the United States
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Department of Education (USDE), the Council for Higher Edu-
cation Accreditation (CHEA) and the International Network for
Quality Assurance Agencies in Higher Education (INQAAHE).

Membership — American Association of Christian Colleges &
Seminaries
Approval -
(1) United States Citizenship and Immigration
Services for Enrollment of Foreign Students
(2) Minnesota State Approving Agency for Veterans
Training Benefits
(3) Armed Forces Chaplains Board for Military Services

Chartered - By the State of Minnesota in 1957

Central Baptist Theological Seminary of Minneapolis, Minne-
sota, is an Associate Member of the Association of Theological
Schools (ATS) [10 Summit Park Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15275-
1110; telephone: 412.788.6505; email: ats@ats.edu] having
attained Associate Membership status by vote of the ATS
Board of Directors on June 25, 2014; this status is effective for
a period of five years. ATS is recognized by the United States
Department of Education (USDE) and the Council for Higher
Education Accreditation (CHEA).

Non-Discrimination

Central Baptist Theological Seminary admits qualified appli-
cants who are personally committed to faith in Jesus Christ
regardless of race, sex, color, age, national or ethnic origin, or
disability. Central Baptist Theological Seminary does not
discriminate in employment opportunities or practices on the
basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age, disability, or any
other characteristic protected by law, except when an other-
wise protected characteristic is a bona fide occupational
qualification.
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Campus

Central Seminary is housed in the multi-plex of Fourth Baptist
Church. The seminary has its own classrooms, student lounge,
and chapel. The library contains over 70,000 books, periodi-
cals, and journals. It also contains a computer lab, laptop sta-
tions, and is equipped with wireless connection. The seminary
shares the auditorium of Fourth Baptist Church for major
events, as well as the Fellowship Hall and gymnasium of
Fourth Baptist Christian School.

Location
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Expenses

All tuition charges and fees are subject to change.

Tuition

Per semester hour:

Non-degree, Diploma, M.A.T., M.Div. ....covviiviinnnnns $325.00
Audit Non-degree, Diploma, M.A.T., M.Div. ............. $162.50
Th.M., D.MiN. o e $375.00
Audit Th.M., D.MiN. .o e $187.50
Fees

Application fee for Non-degree ..........ooovvviiiiiiiiinnnnn, $25.00
Application fee for Diploma, M.A.T., M.Div. .............. $35.00
Application fee for Th.M., D.Min. .....ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiienns $60.00
Activity fee (on campus only) ..ccovviiiiiiiiiiiien i $35.00
Diploma & graduation fee .......ccoeeviiiiiiiiiiiiiie e, $30.00

Other required graduation charges include cap, gown, hood,
and diploma cover.

Distance education technology fee ............c.ccevevnnen. $35.00
Late feE. i $30.00
Library fee. .o $50.00
NSF CheCK fEE vuiiiiiii i i raaeees $25.00
Proficiency exam fee (per exam) .....ccoeeviviiineniiinnnn. $100.00
Proficiency exam re-take fee (per exam) ................ $300.00
Program change fee......coiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e $25.00
Registration fee.....cooviiiiiiii $100.00
Registration late fee...c..ovviiii i $145.00
Rescheduled exam fee (per exam) ....ccccvvviiineiiiinnnnn. $15.00
TransSCript fEE. . it $10.00
VIS Or fEE . i $100.00

Postgraduate Fees
Continuation fees:

T M. $1,050.00
D.MiN. i $350.00
Thesis fee: Th.M. e $2,100.00
Major project fee: D.Min. ...covvviiiiiiiiiiiie i $1,520.00

FORTHECHURCH | CENTRAL BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
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Outside reader fEe .vvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii et e i $700.00
Binding fees per CoOPY .iiviiiiiiiiiiiii it e $35.00
Language exam fee (first two attempts)................... $50.00
Language exam fee (third attempt) ...........coeiiieeis $100.00
Language exam fee (fourth attempt) ...........coooiils $150.00
Auditors

Students who audit courses are charged half tuition. They are
subject to the registration but not to library and activity fees.
Because auditors are not charged these fees, the services

represented by the fees are not available to them. If auditors
wish to use these services, they must pay the respective fees.

Explanation of Fees

Activity Fee

The activity fee is charged each semester for Non-degree,
Diploma, M.A.T., and M.Div. students. A married couple who
are both students is charged only one fee per semester. The
activity fee covers services such as the seminary picnic, the
Student Spring Event, and the student lounge. Th.M. and
D.Min. students are charged this fee once per academic year.

Continuation Fee

Continuation fees are paid by Th.M. and D.Min. students who

do not take a class within the time prescribed in their program
and desire to continue in that program. Specific requirements
are explained in the respective program handbooks.

Diploma and Graduation Fee

Charged before the student graduates, this fee covers the cost
of the student’s diploma and other graduation expenses. If a
student fails to graduate after the diploma is ordered, the
student must pay the fee again when he graduates.
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istance Education Technology Fee

The technology fee is applied every semester and will help
cover hardware, software, and maintenance of the technology.
For distance education students, this fee will replace the stu-
dent activity fee.

Fees for Summer Term

Students who pay activity and library fees in the spring semes-
ter are not charged for them in the summer term. Registration
fees are charged each term.

Library Fee

The library fee is charged each semester and covers library
services and resources such as books, interlibrary loan, period-
icals, desks, equipment, and staff.

NSF Checks Fee

Checks returned to the seminary for lack of funds are assessed
a $25.00 bank fee. If the fact that the check was returned
makes the payment late, the late fee applies.

Proficiency Exam Fee

Students who desire to test out of a biblical language course
pay the proficiency exam fee.

Proficiency Exam Re-Take Fee

Students who fail a biblical language proficiency exam may
pay the fee and re-take the exam. The student must wait at
least three months after failing the exam before taking the
exam a second time.

Program Change Fee

This fee is assessed when a student changes from one
program to another.
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Regalia

Regalia for graduation may be purchased or rented. Rented
regalia must be returned immediately after the commence-
ment service.

Registration Fee

One registration fee is charged per semester. This fee is auto-
matically applied to the student’s bill after the student regis-
ters on Populi, our student information system. Registration
fees cover the expense of our online student management sys-
tem as well as various other benefits and are n